20                      MUSSOLINI
he almost killed an old English lady in his devouring hunger. ...
The Swiss, according to Angelica Bala-banoff, took Mussolini more seriously than his own comrades. When he was expelled from Geneva, the Socialist Deputy Wyss denounced the decision in the Grand Council. But Mussolini was not expelled at Chiasso on the Italian frontier; he was permitted to leave by the Austrian border.
In Austria, as Mussolini wrote to Miss Balabanoff, he had achieved a certain success as a journalist. When he passed through Lugano on his return to Italy, Miss Balabanoff was living with a friend who disliked Mussolini intensely. " He is too self-centred to care either about the ' cause ' or about other people/' she said, almost in a prophetic way. But she cooked a good dinner for the ravenously hungry man ; when the three of them were waiting for the boat to leave, Mussolini waved his arm towards the restaurants and hotels along the pier, crying : " Look ! People eating, drinking and enjoying themselves. And I will travel third class, eat miserable cheap food. Porca Madonna, how